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7, Hus faith the Light : 

Wo unto you Puakers ! 

A for ye are au evil and 

perverſe Generation ;, 4 

{ Generation that walk 

SS | | 

SAD 20t in the Light, but 

A ; love your own dark- 

neſs better than the Light ; you honour the 

"Light with your Lips, but your Hearts and 
Ways are fat from it. 


8” For the Light will tell you, and if you 
F open your Eyes you mult ſee it, that you 
T live undet, and are protefted by the Na- 
;rional Laws z that thoſe fix and deter- 
Mine mens Rights , 4nd were it_ not for 
Eg A. 2 them 
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them, every man would call that hi 
own, which he could take from anotha# 
by force 3 and ſo we ſhould fall intoyÞ 
ſtate of War, and be wilde Beaſts one th! 
another. The Light will tell you that 
Laws preſerve what we have, and makq 
It ours: And that the ſame Laws that 
made the Ninth part of increaſe yours, 
ove the Tenth unto the Miniſter or Re- 
For. Now hereby are ye condemned, O 
ye Quakers! for you take and enjoy the 
benefit of the Laws as to your own part, f 
but contradift aud oppoſe the Law as to 
his: And therefore, thus ſaith the Light, 
The fame meaſure you meet, may be mea- 
ſured to you again 5, and as you will not 
allow the Law as to the Rectors right, 0- 
thers by the ſame reaſon may refuſe to 
allow it as to yours: and fo every one | 
may take and with-hold your Goods from | 
you by your own law, and rule of pra- 
iſe : and here is foundation laid for uni-. 
verſal confuſion. So that in this, ON 
Quakers, ye are Enemies to the Light,. 
to your own, and the Rights of Mane} 
kinde. | "Þ 
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The Light ſaith, Thou ſhalt not Steal. 
Now Stealing is either taking or detain«: 
ing that which by Law or Cuſtom 1s ano 2 

thers-4 
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i chers 3 in this alſo ye Quakers fin againſt 
«4 the Light , by taking the Tythes, which 
oz are none of yours : For there is neither 
4 Law nor Cuſtom that gives you any right 
14 in them neicher did you or your Fore- 
fathers ever buy or pay for them; they 
< were ſtill reſerved and paid elſewhere; 
and the Seller abates of his rates on con- 
fideration that the Lands are TythaBle : 
$0 that yon will have what you never 
did or could buy; and in this you make 
! your ſelves Thieves and Robbers, and Eme- 
mies tothe Light. | 


The Light ſatth, Do wnto others as yout 
would that they ſhould do iinto you + But 
ye rebel againft the Light, and deal with 
others as you would not be willing to 
be dealt withal your ſelves. If you have 
right in a Common by antient Law or 
Cuſtom, you would not have the Privi- 
ledge takeri from you; nor be willing it 
ſhould be encloſed for the uſe of a pri- 
vate perſon, who can claim but his 
$ ſhare; and yet you ſhut others out of 
S# their Common, and encloſe all the In- 
creafe of your Field to your ſelves , con- 
trary to the moſt antirent Laws and Cu- 
ſtomes of the Kingdom ; and 1n this the 
Eight condemns you. | | 
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"The Light tells you, FS 91 ſhoul 
Give unto . Ceſar. the things. th, « Ce 
ſars 3 and, Tythes are due .byiCgſars, Len 
and. Ceſar hath the 'Teatb,: them; | | 
that you deny the Kings Right, as . well 
as the Miniſters; and in this allo you con-j| 
tradi& the Light. 


* "bWke Light Gabide yau. to remone ant 
tient Laabanks + but this you . do, and 
break the bounds which your Fore- | 
fathers. ſet and owned : « they confined 
your rights and properties within the 
Nine parts ; but you wauld; enlarge them 
to the whole Ter, and fo, break over the 
bounds, and rebel againſt the Light. 


The Light ſaith, Give anto every man 
his due, Tribute to whom Tribute is due, 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom 5 Now Tythes are 
Tribute to the King, and Cuſtoze to the 
Miniſter : $9 that your with-holding 
Tythes, on this ſcore alſo,makes you Exe- 
»icsto the TE 


The Light Gith, that as far 4s is poſſe- 4 
ble, you ſhould live peaceably with all men; | 
but you will not let men live 1n peace | 
by you , but force them into Law. and þ 
trou- 


1 
trouble agaifſt their wills, to defend their 


; own juſt rights, which ' you would: take 
- fremthem; and; in this-you are Enetnits 
"tothe Light, -and to the peace of your 


neighbours. 


'. The Light ſaith, Give no. offence nei- 
ther to Jew nor Gentile, .nor to the Church 
of God. But you wilfully give great 
ground of provocation and offence to 


' -them_ that meddle not with you, by ta- 
"King their , Bread from them, and putting 


them to much trouble and vexation to 
get their own.3, and in this likewiſe you 
act againlt the Light. CATE 


The Light ſaith, Thou ſhalt not covet 
thy. neighbours goods; but. you Quakers 
covet and. uſurp. the livelihood of other 
men , and many times bring them and 
their Families to beggary and ruine, by 
with-holding their Bread from them and 
their Children : So that the. Light con- 
demns you for Perſecutors, 'and Oppreſ- 


ſors, ravening Wolves 1a Sheeps cloath- 


ing. 
The Light faith , Thou ſhalt not bear 


Ffulſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour 3 but 


you bitterly Revile, Reproach, and tow: 
| er 


To 
der Minifters for receiving their own, as 


doing : So that your Tongues 
guided 
Hef. 


but you Quakers, in ing away Tythes 
that are not yours, & oh is Aliant 
in the ſight of all men, except your ſelves, 
Whoſe Eyes Covetouſneſs and the God of 
this World feems to have blinded ; fo 
that you fee not, or pretend not to fee 
that right belonging to Miniſters, which 
1s ſo clear, and ſo apparent toall the world 
beſides: in this yon ſhew your ſelves men 
of corrupt mindes, that make Gain God- 
linef, and love the wages of anrighte- 
onſneſs, and ſo are Fremies to the 
Light. 


The Light faith, Let none of you ſaffer 
#5 an evil doer, as a Thief, as a Marther- 
er, &c, For if men are byffetted for their 
faults, what thanks have they 2 But you 
expoſe your ſelves to juſt ſufferings as 
evil doers, for oppreſling, and defrauding, 
and robbing your Neighbours : And in 
this you glory as if it were — _ 

;onſct- 


things honeſt in the fight of all men; 


if they were Thieves and Robbers for > | 
are not ! 
by the Light , but ſer on fire of 


The Light requires that we ſhould do \þ+ 


_ 


| 
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Conſcience and Religion , when. 'tis ſu{- 
fering for plain knavery and theft; And 
High-way - men and Cut-purſes have as 
much reaſon to glory in their ſuffering, 
and to cry out Perſecution, Perſecution, as 
you : Sothat you abuſe the ſacred name 
of Conſcience , and prophane Religion, 
by this your vain and f 2-58 glorying, and 
fin agaiaſt the Light. 


The Light ſaith, Let your yes be yea, aud 
youxr nay nay < It requires plainneſs ant 
{implicity in our ſpeeches 3 but you Qua- 
kers uſe words of deceit, and tricks and 
evaſions to colour your injuſtice in with- 
holding Tythes. You bid Miniſters prove 
Tythes due by the Goſpel-rule. It were not 
hard to do it to men of any tolerable un- 
derſtanding , and indifferency of judge- 
ment 3 but there is no need of it, they 
are certainly and moſt undoubtedly . due 
by the Caws of the Land, which are e- 
nough to giveright. You fay there isno 
mention of Tythe to be paid upon your 
Leaſes ; but you knew when you bought 
that the Seller could convey but the nine 
parts to you 3 the Tenths beyond all me- 
mory of time were transferred elſewhere ; 
and if you had bought Tythe-fee , you 


muſt have given more for your Purchale. 
You 


'You ſay, If the Miniſter hath any right 1 
in your Field, let him tell whereabout 'I& ' 
his due les: A piece of viin Sophiſtry1 IF | 
Let me ask them the, ſame Queſtion ; If 3 
they have right of feeding in a Common, | 
let them tell me where their particular ſhare Þ 
of Graſs lics ? Their anſwer tothis, will Wi 
ſerve for one to themſelves : where more * 
have 1ntereſt, the particular ſhares cannot 
be determined till diviſion be made; 
and when their ſheaves are counted, the 
Miniſter can eaſily tell what is his. By 
ſuch (ily ſhifts and pretences, O ye 9ua- 
kers, you plainly ſhew your juggling 
and infincerity , that you are led by car- 
nal reaſon, the reaſon of your obſtinacie 
and worldly intereſt, and not by any 
principle of Truth or Light. 


The Light faith, you ſhould rather ſuf- 
fer wrong , than do any : men may quit 
their perſonal rights without fin, but can- 
not take anothers without it ; ſo that it 
the. caſe was doubtful whether Tythes 

| are due or not, the ſafer way was to let 
them go, rather than contend 3 or if they 
were not due really, it were much honeſter 
to part with them to thoſe on whom 
Laws and conſtant Cuſtome have placed 
them, than to offer violence to the Laws, 
to = 


[9] 
T to thwart ancient Uſage, to.trouble our. 
$ Neighbours, and to. offend and diſturb: 
" Governours by detaining ' of them : :S0' 
7 that in this w/R "_ rebel —_ the 
Light. | | 


The Light i you to ſubmit fo 
every Ordinance of man, to ol "Jubje@F to 
' the higher Powers, to obe Maziftrates + 5 
and theſe have enacted, ben moſt ſolemnly 
commanded the payment of Tythes to 
Miniſters, through all times; E. there- 
fore, O ye Quakers, by denying this pay- 
ment, you rebel againſt their Authority, 
and refuſe that ſubjection to them thar 
God hath made their due, and fo you 
affront and fin againſt the Light. 


The Light bids us to eſchew a/ appear- 
ances of =, but to break ancient Cu- 
ſtomes, to oppoſe legal Eſtabliſhments, 
and to with-hold that which the Laws 
have made due to others, hath at leaſt ar 
appearance of evil; and therefore in this 

| alſo, O ye Pnakers, you tranſgreſs againſt 
4 the Light. 


So that thus faith the Light, Repert and 


return, O ye Duakers; for Oppreſſeon and 
Violence is in your hands , and the ways 


of 


er of the true L; 


cas every one that cometh into the world, © 


E . . ; 

EL. Amen ; ſo ſaith the Light, 27 
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